f gﬁh |
' (Juuly/T o
Wran

“.‘;, .

gﬂ//{%? f}' -
| 'd



Fight or Flight
Aia Sofia Coverley Turan

26.5-24.6 2023

For her first solo exhibition at Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Aia Sofia Coverley Turan presents
sculptures and drawings that all circle the complicated and vague emotions connected with origins,
memory, and trauma — individual as well as collective. Several of the works such as the sculptures
Leyla and Abla picture the ambivalent position of simultaneously being in a state of windy
movement and at a standstill. The works are consistently created in displacements of scales that

point towards their background of blurred memories and incomplete stories.

Aia Sofia Coverley Turan is interested in how cultural lore, language, and narratives shape a person.
She works continuously with the relations between the alienated and the intimate. The work series
Learning Language consists of three blackboards created with patinated bronze plates and drawings
in pastel and chalk. They are based on conversations with elder generations who experienced no
longer being allowed to speak Kurdish in school. On one blackboard, a Kurdish poem of unknown
origin is written, now translated into Danish like a communication across language. Memories,
mentalities, and experiences can wander through generations. You can fight or you can fly. The
exhibition expresses the incomprehensible and lets new stories appear. The works are formed by
fragmented glimpses of memories from childhood games and sensorial remembrances that follow
the artist like the water is affected by the wind; ripples on the surface spreading out, alternately

enhancing, and fading away.

- Kathrine Borlit Nielsen



Learning Language, Aia Sofia Coverley Turan, 2023, patinated bronze, pigment and wood frame, 98 x 64 x 7 cm.
Solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard
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Installation view, solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard



Pelin (little leaf), Aia Sofia Coverley Turan, 2023, bronze, copper and paper, 33 x 6,5 x 8 cm.
Solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard



Five stone game, Aia Sofia Coverley Turan, 2023, textile and 5 stones, 277 x 110 cm.
Solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard



Fight or Flight, Aia Sofia Coverley Turan, 2023, Mixed media on cardboard, 29,5 x 10,5 cm.
Solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard

Installation view, solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard



Leyla (night), Aia Sofia Coverley Turan, 2023, painted bronze, 72 x 14,5 x 31,5 cm.
Solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard

Learning Language, Aia Sofia Coverley Turan, 2023, patinated bronze, pigment and wood frame, 98 x 64 x 7 cm.
Solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard.



Installation view, solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard

Fighter, Aia Sofia Coverley Turan, 2023, pastel and pencil on paper, 29,5 x 10,5 cm.
Solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard.
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Installation view, solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard
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Body Language, Aia Sofia Coverley Turan, 2021, ink on paper, 17,5 x 24,5 cm.
Solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard.

Abla (sister), Aia Sofia Coverley Turan, 2023, bronze and painted copper, 9,5 x 23,5 x 26 cm.
Solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard.



Installation view, solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard



Learning Language (ziman zahmete, welat dure, birin di giyan de kdr dibe), Aia Sofia Coverley Turan,
2023, patinated bronze and wood frame, 98 x 64 x 7 cm.
Solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard.

Royar (where the sun rises), Aia Sofia Coverley Turan, 2023, bronze and mdf, 37,5 x 10,5 x 15 cm.
Solo show Fight or Flight, Galleri Tom Christoffersen, Copenhagen, DK. Photo: Jan Sendergaard.



Fight or Flight
Aia Sofia Coverley Turan
26.5-24.6 2023

Jeg herer lyden af trinene. En beveagelse. Det er fravaeret af det specifikke rum, men ogsé der hvor
du selv gir. Det er nemt at se det, dine verker, (der ogsa er spor) grenser sig imellem objektet,
skulpturen i balance og levet liv. Det er fravaret af mennesker, erstattet af en anden detalje af
hverdagens tilstedeverelse. Det er tilstedevarelsen af sorgen og gladen, der pd samme tid vaekker
min hjemve. Det er det jeg allerede havde glemt. Mine praferencer. De fleste af dem. Det meste er
formet af historie eller vindsted...... En slags aflagt bekendelse. En glemt duft af en nyudsprunget
blomst, der fordufter i luften omkring mig, en tidlig morgen med dug. Jeg taler om dine verker.
Verker der bade kigger pd en sterre verden og samtidig er den. Bade fysisk og i tanken.
Bevagelserne. Hvis validering kommer som form, kan det anerkendes i en tornado. Kjolen som
belgen. Et resultat af vinden, der bleser henover havet. Det er kvinden, der spiraler i sin egen kjole
til der gar knude pd. Jeg bliver mindet om fravearet af kroppen, der former undskyldningerne og
misforstaelserne fra det virkelige liv. Det er spergsmalet om, hvordan vi relaterer til og er formet af
hvor vi eksisterer, horer til og lever. Strukturer der indrammer. Strukturer der barer. En
iscenesattelse af strukturer, som en trappe uden nogen til at forcere den.

Igen 1 morgen vil jeg sove.

Plukke blomsten i vejkanten.

Lere sproget.

Gentage.

Tale om vandet, der bremser forseget af vores skridt. Men ogsd om at alting er noget andet.
Tilnaermelsesvis ukendt.

Tale om Abla, Leyla, Royar og Pelin

bevegelsen— —— ——— — — — — — - -
— — — — — — — — — —er
r—y—t—m—e——n——————————— —afhavet.
Med stenene pa havbunden . . .. ............. I vandkanten, der hvor stenene bevager sig frem og

tilbage, 1 gentagende bevagelser. Her bliver stenene sesyge, rammer de andre sten og tager form

herefter. Det virker nedvendigt.

Beatrice Alexanian



